

Walk, Roger A. 


From: 

Golisch, Jennifer L 

Sent: 

Thursday, January 08, 2004 1:40 PM 

To: 

Golisch, Jennifer L; Gonzalez, Lisa; D'Angelo, Stephanie E.; Drogin, Jamie R.; Fernandez, 
David; Gibbs, LaToya S.; Gutierrez, Sandy: McCormick, Brendan J.; Pappas, Peter; Roberts, 
Peggy; Walls, Tina 

Cc: 

Anziska, Evan; Moore, Tamara; Pfeil, Michael (ALCS); Schneider, Dawn; Sylvia, David; Walk, 
Roger A. 

Subject: 

DSS: 

RE: Columbus Dispatch /AT 


Handled as outlined below. Reporter is also interested in Ohio State specifically and whether we approached them or vice 
versa. He has a call into Ohio State to discuss. 

Also asked about claim that tobacco companies invest in research for pr purposes only. I underscored Company's 
commitment to reducing the harm associated with our products and that funding external research is one of the ways to do 
this, that we encourage publication and peer review of findings with no restrictions from PM USA other than that the PM 
USA funding is acknowledged, that we offer information on our website about the health risks associated with smoking 
and that we agree with public health community that there is no such thing as a safe cigarette 

-Original Message- 

From: Gotisch, Jennifer L 

Sent: Thursday, January 08, 2004 10:34 AM 

To: Gonzalez, Lisa; D'Angelo, Stephanie E.; Drogin, Jamie R.; Fernandez, David; Gibbs, LaToya S.; Gutierrez, Sandy; McCormick, 

Brendan J.; Pappas, Peter; Roberts, Peggy; Walls, Tina 

Cc: Anziska, Evan; Moore, Tamara; Pfeil, Michael (ALCS); Schneider, Dawn; Sylvia, David; Walk, Roger A, 

Subject: RE: Columbus Dispatch 

CFTK released the following on December 29 which may have prompted this media call. 


Suggest responding with approved messaging regarding PM USA research grantmaking. If asked 
about the restrictions regarding universities forfeiting right to state funding if they accept 
tobacco money, suggest adding that we believe that maximizing the funding available for 
researchers will offer the greatest potential benefits in addressing the health risks associated 
with smoking. 


For Immediate Release Contact: Tony lalionardo 202.296.5469 

December 29, 2003 

Ohio State University Should Reject Grant From Lorillard Tobacco Company 
"Statement of Matthew L. Myers President, Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids 

Washington, DC - It is disturbing and counterproductive to efforts to reduce the tremendous harm caused by 
tobacco use in this country that Ohio State University has chosen to accept a $6 million research grant from 
the Lorillard Tobacco Company. This grant is the latest in a long line of public relations initiatives by the 
tobacco industry aimed at creating the illusion that it is part of the solution to the tobacco problem when in 
fact it remains the major cause of the problem. 

For decades, the tobacco industry has sought to fund seemingly worthwhile research into the cause of 
tobacco-related disease in an etfort to divert attention from the fact that we already know the real cause — the 
industry’s own deadly products and harmful marketing practices. Would Ohio State University take money 
from an arsonist for research on preventing fires or from a drug cartel for research on preventing drug 

l 


PM3006501270 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jnhj0001 




addiction? It is no more acceptable for Ohio State to help the tobacco industry divert attention from the real 
solutions to the problem of tobacco use, which are for the industry to fundamentally change its products and 
marketing and for government at all levels to enact measures proven to reduce tobacco use. 

It is not surprising that a tobacco company would seek to use the good name of a reputable institution like 
Ohio State University to further its own selfish interests. Tobacco companies have done this repeatedly for 
close to forty years and always the industry’s goal appears to be the same: Convince the public that it is 
searching for the “real” causes of tobacco-related diseases and convince politicians that strong action to 
curtail the behavior of the tobacco industry is not necessary. But it is extremely disappointing that Ohio 
State University would ignore the long history of the tobacco industry’s abuse of these kinds of grants. By 
accepting this grant, Ohio State would become a partner in the cynical tobacco industry effort to buy 
legitimacy and absolve itself of responsibility for the more than 400,000 Americans killed by tobacco use 
every year and the more than 2,000 kids who become addicted every day. Any benefits from the research in 
question will be more than outweighed by the tremendous harm caused by helping the tobacco industry 
continue its deadly business as usual. We urge the trustees of Ohio State University to reject this grant. 

In making their decision, the trustees should thoroughly examine Lorillard’s long and continuing history of 
opposing effective programs and policies to reduce tobacco use. Lorillard has filed lawsuits to stop some of 
the nation’s most successful tobacco prevention programs, including the national campaign by the American 
Legacy Foundation and the state of California’s pioneering program. It has consistently fought effective 
policies to reduce tobacco use, including cigarette tax increases, smoke-free workplace policies and 
meaningful regulation of tobacco products by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. It is no coincidence 
that Lorillard’s Newport brand is used by more than 70 percent of African-American youth who smoke 
(according to the federal government’s most recent National Survey on Drug Use and Health). This is a 
direct result of Lorillard’s sustained marketing campaign. Does Ohio State University want to participate in 
a smokescreen to divert attention from these harmful practices and Lorillard’s failure to do anything 
meaningful to reduce youth smoking or tobacco-caused disease and death? 

By accepting the money from Lorillard, Ohio State University is once again choosing to associate itself with 
the tobacco industry, which is responsible for the deaths of 19,000 Ohioans each year and costs state 
taxpayers a staggering $3.4 billion in health care costs annually. Earlier this year, the University chose to 
take a $590,000 grant from Philip Morris, thereby making itself ineligible for a grant from Ohio’s Tobacco. 
Use and Control Foundation to develop much needed smoking cessation programs. 

Tobacco use is the nation’s - and Ohio’s - leading preventable cause of disease and death. The tobacco 
industry’s mission is to maximize its profits by selling more of the deadly products that cause this terrible 
toll. This mission is fundamentally incompatible with the goals of the Ohio State University College of 
Medicine and Public Health. 


-Original Message- 

From: Gonzalez, Lisa 

Sent: Wednesday, January 07, 2004 5:35 PM 

To: D'Angelo, Stephanie E.; Drogin, Jamie R.; Fernandez, David; Gibbs, LaToya S.; Golisch, Jennifer L; Gutierrez, Sandy; McCormick, 

Brendan J.; Pappas, Peter; Roberts, Peggy; Walls, Tina 

Cc: Anziska, Evan; Gonzalez, Lisa; Moore, Tamara; Pfeit, Michael (ALCS); Schneider, Dawn; Sylvia, David 

Subject: Columbus Dispatch 

Jeff Dutton 

Columbus Dispatch - Ohio 
(614) 559-1760 

Writing a story on partnerships between the tobacco industry and universities, specifically donations and grants. 
Referenced PM USA grant to Ohio State research group. Has reached out to other tobacco companies in the 
industry for comments. 
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Deadline: 1/6/04 COB 


Lisa Gonzalez 

Altria Corporate Services, Inc. 
120 Park Avenue/25th floor 
New York, NY 10017 
(917) 663-2197 
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